BY LINDA AYERS TURNER KNORR

Ralph Morrison and Murray Donald Drucker

48 | SHOWSIGHT MAGAZINE, JUNE 2026

S FROM

Photos courtesy of Karen Soeder

WILLIAM “BILL” HOLBROOK
AND ROZ DURHAM

2026 QUARTER CENTURY
COLLIE GROUP

HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

orty-six years ago, a dream was born for a Quarter Centu-

ry Collie Group. It was the brain child of Murray Druck-

er whose famous Collie Review magazine was the “must

read” of the time. Dr. William Broﬁken was president of
the Collie Club of America. With help from Ralph Morrison, the
1980 dreamer was later joined by Milton & LaVerne Walker and
Lois Hillman.

By 1984, with a strong group of enthusiastic folks having belonged
to the Collie Club of America for twenty-five years or more, the
newly formed organization met in Detroit, Michigan. There, the
first group of legendary achievers was inducted into the QCCG
Hall of Fame. The honorees were:

Dr. Oda Prescott Bennett (1886-1944), Florence Bell Ilch (1891-
1982), Dr. James Price McCain (1892-1957), Edwin L. Pickhardt
(1894-1969), and Albert Payson Terhune (1872-1942).

Presently, over sixty individual placards have been created along
with brief bios picturing each Hall of Fame member. Last month
in Tulsa, Oklahoma, former American Kennel Club Field Rep-
resentative William “Bill” Holbrook and Roz Durham were
h()]‘l()]‘c‘d \-Vith WO nécw b()ﬂrds tl‘lf—lt \V()U.Id l)t‘C()n]L‘ d Pﬂr[ {){: tl]iﬁ
prized collection.

Jenny Holbrook Tom Coen, President of QCCG
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Quarter Century Collie Group
COLLIE HALL OF FAME

William “Bill” Holbrook
1924-2019

Bill Holbrook’s introduction to Collies began when he met his
future wife Janet “Jidge” Mason when they were both perform-
ing in their high school play in Lincoln Nebraska. Jidge’s love
for Collies was nurtured from a young age by reading ]%rhulles
Lad: a Dog and her time spent with ﬁer grandfather’s working
Collies on his Nebraska farms. Jidge’s first Collie of her own,
The Count Of Buffington, arrived via train in the spring of
1939. According to Bill, he knew he had made the conquest
when he finally succeeded in kissing Jidge goodnight without
Buff standing in between them! Bii% ancF ]igge got married in
1947. The first Collie in their married life, Pleasant Hill D’ebon
Rhapsody, was acquired from Billy Aschenbrenner.

Bill and Jidge moved to California in 1954, and purchased
“Lady,” a daughter of Ch. Paraders Bold Venture, F[r)om Steve
Field in 1955.

In 1956, Lady was bred to Borcos Roger Bright and this litter
produced Ch. Blazer Of Buffington, “Blazer,” who went on to
become the Holbrook’s most notable show dog. Bill and Jidge’s
first champion was a Blazer son, Ch. Sir Ree Bob Of Bufhngton,
who finished under judge Steve Field in 1960. The Holbrooks
had a small kennel and went on to breed several influential dogs
throughout the sixties and seventies, including Ch. Buffington’s
Gambler O Walita and Ch. Buffington’s Lady Nutmeg. In 1967,
Holbrook’s Koani Kaper was bred to Ch. Parader’s Reflection,
producing Helga Kane’s breathtaking Ch. Kanebriar Holbrook
Halloo, dam og Ch. Kanebriar Keynote, an outstanding winner
of his era as well. The Holbrooks dogs were foundational to both
Shoreham and Kanebriar Collies.
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Bill obtained his professional handlers license from the AKC
in 1964. He had a successful handling career and went on to
obtain his license to judge Collies and Shelties in 1969. He
became the CCA District Director for Southern California in
1969, as well as becoming the first Vice President of the CCA.
In 1978, Bill judged the CCA that was held in Louisville Ken-
tucky, with, at the time, a record-breaking entry of 938 dogs,
where he awarded BOB to the veteran, Ch. Tartanside ﬁe
Gladiator. In 1980, he was invited to become an Executive
Field Representative by the AKC. He spent the next twenty-
nine years in this role, where he was known for his soft-spoken
%uidance and opinion, patience and generosity, honesty and
airness, along with being a good listener who was ﬁllec{with
common sense and a wonderful sense of humor. When he
retired in 2007 he returned to judging, where he was approved
for Collies, Shelties, Malamutes, Sgamoycds, Siberians, tEc Toy
Group, and as a Best in Show judge.

Bill was awarded AKC’s inaugural Langdon Skarda Award,

and in 2013, he was nominated as a finalist for the AKC Life-
time Achievement Award. Bill finished his judging carcer
by judging dogs at the 2010 CCA where he awarged WD to
ArrowEill Swords Held High.

Bill was known for his unyielding commitment and dedica-
tion to the sport of purebred do%s and ro the Collie breed. He
is greatly missed and we hope that his legacy of making dog
shows fun, communal, ethical, and fair to all lives on for many
more years to come.

—Nancy and Jenny Holbrook
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Quarter Century Collie Group
COLLIE HALL OF FAME

Roz Durham
1930-2018

Roz Durham was a lifelong Collie lover, acquiring her first
Collie, Dutchess Lady Jeanne, a tri female sired by Ch Black-
out Of Tokalon, in her early teens while living in Sausalito,
California. Roz trained Dutchess to her UD title before try-
ing her hand at Conformation. Though never having a large
breeding program, 18 champions, four of which were home-
bred, bear the Rosslane prefix. Countless others earned their
titles due to Roz’s expert grooming and handling.

Roz shared those grooming skills in the booklet, Your Collie,
from Kennel to Show Ring, the cover of which is a beautiful head
study by her longtime friend, Lorraine Still. First published in
1961, with a second printing in 1972 with photography by
Roz’s husband Bob, the book illustrates techniques for trim-
ming, thinning, and brushing. This labor of love won the 1968
National Dog Writers’ Award, and the material was adapted
into a slide show narrated by Bill Holbrook, the longtime AKC
Delegate and Collie breeder, for use by clubs nationwide.

Roz was a talented photographer in her own right. Her por-
traits were works of art. They captured true Collie expression
and are still held in high regard today.

In 1951, her love of the breed progressed from owner/han-
dler to handling professionally. Her most special client
dog was Robel’s Jason. After he had nine points, his own-
ers, the Waers, decided to hire a professional handler. They
chose Roz, and to hear her tell the story it was love at first
sight. Jason’s sweet expression cinched it for Roz. She loved

beautiful, sweet expression and emphasized the importance
that eye size, shape, color, and placement play in expression.
The decision was made to enter the 1969 CC of A in Min-
nesota. Win or lose, this would be Jason’s final show. For the
dynamic duo, the pinnacle was achieved when Noel Denton
selected Jason with his loving handler, Roz, as Best of Breed
at the Collie Club of America.

Having achieved the greatest success in her handling career,
Roz turned her attention to judging. Her reputation for a gen-
uinely kind demeanor, gentle touch, and an eye for all things
beautiful while respecting all exhibitors led to many judging
assignments, with Specialties not only in the US but in Can-
ada and Australia. She considered being chosen to judge her
beloved breed’s bitches at the 1994 CC of A the highest honor
any judge could have in their life. This was the high point of her
entire judging career; a dream come true. An entry of over 400
bitches was a testament to the respect Roz had earned through-
out her life in Collies.

An avid supporter of the Collie Health Foundation, Roz
served many terms on the CHF Board. Roz has left much
behind and taught us to pay it forward in service and in our
being caretakers of the Collie. Hers was truly a life lived
loving Collies.

—Tracy Shepherd
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Bill Holbrook would have been so proud to hear the won-
derful speech his daughter Nancy and granddaughter Jen-
ny Holbrook prepared, sharing the story of his life. Jenny
was the speaker at the affair. Roz Durham was equally

praised by her longtime close friend Tracy Shepherd.

May this wonderful tradition of the Quarter Century
Collie Group inspire more clubs to honor those legendary
individuals of the past, to educate newcomers to our sport
for the future. 2
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