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Each May people from all 
around the world pay hom-
age to equestrian culture 
by turning their focus to 

Louisville, Kentucky’s Churchill Downs 
and the Kentucky Derby. Last month 
the Collie Club of America made history 
putting on a spectacular event, Take the 
Lead on Millionaires Row chaired by 
Col. Butch Schulman. As the very first 
National Breed Club to host a fund rais-
ing event for Take the Lead, Collie fanci-
ers have set a high standard for others 
to follow. 

Schulman explains, Collie Club of 
America Take the Lead on Millionaires 
Row was so named as it took place on 
the top floor of Churchill Downs race-
track clubhouse called Millionaires 
Row. United States Presidents, foreign 
dignitaries, Heads of State and kings 
and queens witnessed many Kentucky 

Derby races from this exact spot where 
this year’s dog financiers celebrated 
the winning accomplishments of  
Take the Lead.

Honored guest Steve Buttleman, the 
official bugler for Churchill Downs for 
over 20 years thrilled party goers by 
kicking off the dinner with the famil-
iar sounds he has played at the start 
of each Kentucky Derby. Steve also 
serves as the official bugler for Keen-
land Racetrack in Lexington, Kentucky 
and he plays for special events at Oak-
land Park and Belmont Park. He has 
called the horses to the post at mul-
tiple Kentucky Derby and Breeders’ 
cup events and was featured in the  
movie, Secretariat. 

With unbridled energy members 
of the CCA joined forces to create an 
“Always Remember Evening.” Event 
organizer Butch Schulman adorned 
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formal attire from Scotland to pay 
homage to the native homeland of the 
Collie breed. He wore a Prince Char-
lie kilt jacket and bow tie with a Hunt-
ing Weathered tartan kilt, sporran and 
sgian-dubh tucked under his flashers. 
The masculine tartan Butch selected 
for this event was typically worn by the 
Scottish clansman who worked Collies 
in the field. He looked incredibly hand-
some next to his beautiful and radi-
ant wife, Robin who wore a stunning 
dress that picked up the earth tones in 
Butch’s kilt. They are an adorable cou-
ple and it is no wonder they have been 
married for over 25 years with four  
grown children.

Mr. Collie, John Buddie of Tartanside 
Collies, the 2015 AKC Breeder of the 
Year, wearing a very handsome tuxedo 
with a royal blue brocade vest greeted 
guests at the entrance to the Churchill 
Downs Clubhouse that led them up to 
Millionaires Row. I must brag on John’s 
accomplishments that include breeding 
over 150 champions, including 12 Reg-
ister of Merit dogs. Tartanside sires and 
dams have produced 350 champions!

With the generous financial sup-
port of the following Triple Crown 
winning horse sponsors the event was  
assured success. 
•	 Sir	Barton	(1919):	Dr. Cindi Bossart 

and James Efron of Sylvan  
Argent Collies

•	 Gallant	Fox	(1930):	Elena Geldhop 
of Silhouette Collies

•	 Omaha	(1935):	Darci Brown of 
Happy Hour Collies

•	 War	Admiral	(1937):	Harry  
(Butch) and Robin Schulman of  
Strathmoor Collies

•	 Whirlaway	(1941):	James  
Frederiksen and James Noe of  
Two-Jay Collies

•	 Count	Fleet	(1943):	Ronald Keller & 
Carolyn Lenhart of Marnus Collies

•	 Assault	(1946):	Susan Kaelin of  
Calibre Collies

•	 Citation	(1948):	Linda Ayers Turner 
Knorr and Roy L. Ayers, Jr. of  
Conrad Collies

•	 Secretariat	(1973):	Marc and Leigh 
Choen of Atelier Collies

•	 Seattle	Slew	(1977):	Dr. William K. 
Brokken of Foremost Collies

•	 Affirmed	(1978):	Gwendolyn  
and Morris Means of Gwyn-Marc 
Collies

•	 American	Pharaoh	(2015):	Grant 
and Pati Merrill of Merrill Collies



Kentucky Derby winning fillies 
were	sponsored	by:
•	 Regret	(1915):	Debbie Holland 

of Fantasy Collies and Sandy 
Schwedler of Sassy Collies

•	 Genuine	Risk	(1980):	Lisa and 
Peter Schmidt of Julep Collies

•	 Winning	Colors	(1980):	Catherine 
and Russell Peter of Sequoia Collies
Smiling faces and workhorse com-

mittee members working with Butch 
to make this party so much fun were 
Dr. Cindy Bossart, John Buddie, Hilden-
garde Morgan and Lisa Schmidt.

Leigh Cohen of Atelier Collies 
coordinated the purple and gold color 
scheme and decorations for this magi-
cal venue. Sheila “Mike” Cheatham of 
Southland Collies designed the unique 
event logo and made special ceramic 
Collie name tags for all of the individu-
als that served on the committee. Kathy 
Drabik of Westwood Collies sold mer-
chandise and pins to commemorate 
the	event.	Gayle	Guthman	of	Scotsgael	
Collies and Diane Steele of Star Country 
Collies delighted guests as they entered 
the venue by passing out miniature 
Mint Juleps in souvenir cups. 

Gwendolyn	 Means	 of	 Gwen-Marc	
Collies and Robin Schulman of Strath-
moor Collies sold chances for cases of 
wine at the Wine Cork Pull as guests 
walked through the door. Over 20 cases 
of wine were given away throughout 
the	 evening.	 Later	 in	 the	 week	 Gwen	
was awarded the “Right Stuff” award 
by the Collie Club of America Quarter 
Century	Group.	

Janine Walker-Keith of Incandescent 
Collies, Anne Cross of Shadowmont 
Collies and Trish Blakely of Larkspur 
Collies checked in guests at the registra-
tion table outside of Millionaires Row. 
Connie DuBois of Sylvan-Argent Collies, 
Marie Mullins of Sunnland Collies and 
Kate Long of Tamiami Collies spear-
headed the Run for the Rosé event held 
on the Louisville Kennel Club show 
grounds prior to the gala on Saturday 
afternoon. My April column featured 
this event. Professional Handlers came 
together to make this a success. 

While dining on world famous Ken-
tucky	 Burgoo	 (a	 beef	 vegetable	 stew	
native	to	the	Bluegrass	State),	Kentucky	
Bibb Salad, Louisville’s incredible Hot 
Brown Casserole and Bourbon Bread 
and putting down more Mint Juleps, 
guest were busy bidding on the tre-
mendous array of silent auction items.  “Primitive Breed in Motion”, by richard edwin yenchesky



Another member of our sport, Boxer 
breeder, Phillip Koenig was responsible 
for the pounds gained as his Silver Spoons 
Catering prepared these traditional  
Kentucky favorites. 

Everyone was on their feet when 
the Sacred Heart Academy Madrigals, 
under the musical direction of Dr. Jill 
Shurman, sang a beautiful rendition of 
our “National Anthem” and my “Old 
Kentucky Home.” This chorus has per-
formed	at	the	2014	Mozart	International	
Music	Festival	 in	Salzburg,	Austria	and	
the	 2014	 Choral	 National	 at	 Carnegie	
Hall in New York City. 

Jeff Pepper, one of the founding 
TTL members, was the auctioneer for 
what became a lively battle for the awe-
some auction items. Winning bidders 
included	 Elena	 Geldhop	 who	 walked	
away with an original painting entitled 
“Take the Lead”, by artist Cindy Alvara-
do Yeary who was commissioned exclu-
sively for this CCA event. Cindy painted 
a Collie puppy holding the lead of a 
thoroughbred foal with a puppy repre-
senting each of the seven AKC groups. 
Her original was donated for the auc-
tion. One hundred prints were made 
especially for the CCA with 25% of the 
proceeds from those sales going to TTL. 

Connie Dubois battled and won the 
bidding for “Primitive Breed in Motion”, 
a Xoloitzcuintli painted and donated 
by Richard Edwin Yenchesky the past 
President and current Show Chairman 
of	 the	 Fort	 Lauderdale	 Dog	 Club.	 The	
generosity of members of the dog world 
provided a wide array of highly prized 
auction items, too many to mention. 

Also present from the TTL Board of 
Trustees and hard at work were Mari-
Beth O’Neill, Cindy Vogels, Mary Miller 
and Tim Catterson. 

As the first Parent Club to sponsor 
a TTL event, the Collie Club of Amer-
ica has achieved a huge milestone for 
our wonderful breed. An example has 
been set. The starting gate is empty. 
What parent clubs will join the race 
through Take the Lead to make a dif-
ference assisting others in our sport of 
purebred	dogs?	 It	 is	 time	 to	“FOLLOW	 
THE LEAD!” 

TTL is a non-profit 501 (c) 3 foundation which 
provides support and funding for members 
of our sport of purebred dogs who are faced 
with terminal or life threatening illnesses or are 
challenged with unexpected hardships. 
To learn more about the phenomenal 
organization, visit takethelead.org.


